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SONGS
1.  Love Songs
As in classical literature, amorous songs are in abundance in folk literature also. While
some of them denote noble and sentimental love, others depict sensual attraction violating
the social and moral codes of the society. Love in separation is a more predominant theme
than love in union.
2.  Humorous Songs
There are numerous songs which abound in native wit and humour, as in labourers1
songs, women's songs and children's songs. These songs are especially sung during rituals.
Children's songs making fun of their playmates, of old people such as their grand-parents and
even of teachers, contain coarse humour. Besides these, witty caricature, parody, poignant
provoking and satire found in these songs illustrate several shades of irony.
3* Songs of Pathos
As misery overrides happiness in life, folksongs depicting pathos are not only numerous,
but are also highly moving. Separation of the loved ones, death of near and dear, illtreatment
meted out to a housewife or servant and natural calamity are some ,pf the subjects often
treated in these songs. The following is a typical picottah song (etam pata) sung while lifting
water from the well to irrigate lands. The peasant who works hard to make others rich is
condemned to starve and incur the displeasure of his own wife and children :
/ lift water from the stream
And produce bags and bags of paddy.
But rarefy do I have a morsel
When I washed my hands and feet
And sat on the banks
A crow hit me on the head.
And even the little one of the crow
Hit me on the head.
Unequal to the fight of life
I sat near the fire
And my own daughter slighted me
And even the daughter's mother slighted me.
Getting up much before dawn
I set out with a bucket on my head.
I fell headlong on the ground.
And .broke all my bones.
What a wretched life to live!
Why did I not die soon after I was bom?